
Ways and Means Committee Amendment 
 

      Amendment:  D27 
 

Representative Whitmire proposes the following 
amendment: 
 

SECTION 1A - DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION-EIA 
 

 1A.32. (SDE-EIA: IDEA Maintenance of Effort) Prior to the dispersal of funds appropriated in 

Section VIII.A.1. Aid to Districts 18 according to Proviso 1A.30 for the current fiscal year, in the 

event that there is a reduction in state funds or there are changes in the Education Finance Act/Base 

Student Cost formula that would reduce support for children with disabilities, the Department of 

Education is authorized to utilize funds appropriated in Section VIII.A.1. Aid to Districts to ensure 

maintenance of state financial support for the IDEA. The department shall distribute these funds 

using the current fiscal year one hundred thirty-five day Average Daily Membership or as directed 

by the United States Department of Education. Funds provided for these purposes may not be 

transferred to any other purpose and therefore are not subject to flexibility. For continued 

compliance with the federal maintenance of state financial support requirements of the IDEA, 

funding for children with disabilities must, to the extent practicable, be held harmless to budget 

cuts or reductions to the extent those funds are required to meet federal maintenance of state 

financial support requirements under the IDEA. In the event cuts to funds that are needed to 

maintain fiscal effort are necessary, when administering such cuts, the department must not reduce 

funding to support children with disabilities who qualify for services under the IDEA in a manner 

that is disproportionate to the level of overall reduction to state programs in general. By December 

first, the department must submit an estimate of the IDEA maintenance of state financial support 

requirement to the General Assembly and the Governor. For the current fiscal year, the department 

may carry forward IDEA Maintenance of Effort funds from the prior fiscal year and expend them 

in the same manner. 


